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Wherein the faid PLAY may be 
term'd a Libel againſt the preſent 
Adminiſtration. 


Had we but call'd 
King Robert to account for laft Tear*s If ork 
1 Uh Sword in Hand, and reap'd the great Ad- 

| (vantage | 
Oer bis Wealneſs, ſpite of the crafty King, | | 
e bad exacted golden Terms for England.“ | 
But nom, forſootb, by Articles we're vanquiſb d. 
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CALLE: D, 


The F all of Mortimer. 


; " 


bz a I Children abd Servants of 


0 TH 75 
4 


a Fanuly have no other Bu- 
ſineſs than to be ſubject and 
bobey, it being the Province 
of the Parents and Maſters to regu- 
late the Affairs of the Houſe ; fo 
ought all jede to leave entirely 
to thoſe entruſted with the Manage- 
ment of the Publick, the Care of it, 
A 2 any 


('4) 
any farther than is orday:'d in our 
Liturgies, to implore the ſupreme 
Diſpoler of all Things ſo to influence 
the Minds of Perſons in Authority, 
as may be conſiſtent with the Glory 
of the King and Good of the Nation; 
it ſhews à turbulence of Nature, 
and an overweening Arrogance and 
Selt-tuthciency, to carp or repine at 
the Actions of thoſe above us; we 
are not to judge by Appearances: A 
wiſe Man profits by Adverſity, and 
Afflictions are ſometimes given us for 
our good. Great Men move in a 
ſuperior | Sphere, and tho their 
Courſe may ſeem a little Irregular, 
we muſt not examine into the Cauſe 
of thote extraordinary Changes, be- 
cauſe we are not accountable for em, 
nor will all our Scrutiny avail to make 
a juſt Diſcovery. Thus tome Ant- 
mals look up with Pleaſure at the 
Luſtre: of the Mon, while others 
houl at beholding it; yet ſtill the 
beautiful 3 rolls on ſerenc 


and undiſturb'd. It 
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Ik Democritus wefe now living; 
he would cer tainly laugh much more 
in reality than he is reported to have 
done, to ſee the Medley-Herd of 
Politicians that infeſt this Town : I 
never go into a Coffee-Houte with- 
out being tempted to become of the 
Sect of that Philoſopher; for what 
can be a greater Proof of Madneſs, 
than for People-of all Conditions to 
be continually diſputing about Mat- 
ters, which perhaps are- but ideal, 
or if they have any real Exfi tence; 
can no Way be put a Stop to? But 
Lfind the E Spirit is not quite 
ſunk,” tho', like other Volatiles, it 
changes Place ; it formerly rote 
dreadful, under Oppreſhon, in the 
Arms of the aggriev d; it now ſhews 
itlelf in their Tongues; and if we 
cannot do as much as our Predeceſ- 
ſors, we certainly ta/k more. | 

But of all the various Ills com- 
plain d of by our Party-mongers, 1 
know of none more juſt than tliat of 

the 
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the Gentlemen of Parnaſſus, True 
Poetry has indeed of late Years been 
e diſcourag d; nothing will 
go down with thoſe who call | San 
ſelves the Solid Part of Mankind but 
State-Pampblets,. nor with the Gay, 
but Ballad-Operas ; ; and this depra- 
vity of Taſte. has unhappily drawn 
ſome young Authors, of otherwiſe 
very promiſing Genius's, to turn 
their Heads either to the one or the 
other of theſe. Ways, ſo that tis 
highly. probable, | et the next 
Ape ſhould be no wiſer, we who 
=o in this will paſs with them for 
Fools or Madman. But, however 
prejudicial this may be to our fu- 
ture Fame, I can much eaſier for- 
give him who ſooths the Follies of 
the unhurtful Thoughtleſs, than 
him who flatters the Malice of the 
Diſaffected. From theſe ſeng-ſong 
Farces which have attached to much 
Company, the Audience goes away 
1 prejudic d than by 3 
ols 
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Loſs of ſo much Time as the Re- 
preſentation took up, but the Piece 
now performing at the Theatre in 
the Hay - Market, . entitld, The 
FALL of MORTIMER, is of 
much worſe Conſequence; there is 
a kind of Poyſon in it, which en- 
flames the Rancour of Mens Minds, 
and renders them every Time they 
ſee it leſs ſatisfy'd than before wit 
their Condition. I ſhall now give 
proofs of what I have alledg'd, trom 
the very Words of the Play, as Itook 
em down in ſhort Hand the ad time 
of the Performance; my ſurprize to 
find fo general an Applauſe given to 
a Thing of that bare-fac'd, impu- 
dent Nature, preventing me from 
doing it at the firſt. 

Ihe drawing up the Curtain diſ- 
covers Mountacute, Delamore and 
Holland, three Pertons, whoſe Parts 
are illuſtrated with all the Pomp of 
Language, to render their Diſaffec- 
tion to the Adminiſtration more ami- 
cable 


6 | 8 ) \ 

cable to the 5 pectators: After ſome 
Diſcourſe on the Oppreſſion of the 
People by Mortimer, and ſome 
other Miniſter, who one of them 
calls Yi Brother Devil, they pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of a Peace lately con- 
cluded, and Mountacute lays, 

Had wwe but calf d King Ro- 
bert to account for laſt Jar Work 
- evith Sword in Hand, and reap'd the 
great Advantage oer his Weakneſs, 
ſpite of the crajty King, we had c- 
alted golden Terms jor England. But 
now, for ſooth, by Articles were 
anguiſh, d. 

The whole Scene is in much the 
ſame Strain; but when Mortimer 
appears, and is knelt to by ſeveral 
Petitioners, he asks their Buſineſs, 
and is an{wer'd by Neill, one of his 
Attendants, in theſe Words: 

1hey are luhabitants of adjacent 
Corpo os they all of them have 
Voices at Elections, and promiſe 


for the Parliament to come, they 
will 
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will chooſe none but whom the Court 
ſhall like. F | 
The Influence which that Buſtle 
our Malecontents made concerning 
unfair Dealings at Elections, had on 
the Humours of the People, was 
very viſible in the behaviour of the 
Audience when this was ſpoke; there 
being in the whole Houle, I believe, 
not one pair of Hands, except my 
own, that were idle on this occaſion. 
But as if this was not ſufficient to 
rouſe the imaginary Notion of bri- 
bing Votes, which ſo much Pains has 
been taken to inſtil, Mountacute up- 
braids Mortimer in theſe Terms : 
Ma, frown not Mortimer, 
thy Terrors loſt on me. Look big 
upon thoſe Baſtard-Engliſhmen, 2who 
tamely yield their Rights and Char- 
ters up, and ſwear to pack a Parlia- 
ment — who ſell our Freedom, Per- 
ſons, and Eſtates,nay Rights of Kings, 
to gain a ſhort-lrv'd ſmile | 
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If the Reviver of this Play ſhou'd 
{xy in his Defence, that theſe Lines 
were in the original, I don't find 
any excuſe he can make for bring- 
ing on the Stage, at ſo critical a 
Jun-ture as this is, a Piece which has 
lain dormant for upwards of forty 
Years. But we ſhall quit the ſerious 
Part tor a-while, and proceed to the 
comic, which is entirely new. Se- 
veral Citizens are diſcovered drink- 


ing in a Tavern, where, naturally 


enough, one ſeems to cavil at, ano- 
ther to approve the Peace, and a 
third who pretends not to be ſo great 
a Politician, asks how long they may 
ſuppoſe it will laſt; on which one of 
the other, whole Name I think is 


Felt, makes anſwer : 


, how long 15 it tolaft ? There's 
the Query ! I hate your Stop-gaPps ; 
they were never good for Englund. 
1%%% putting off the Eivii-day jor a- 
while is but drin\ing of flroug Li- 
quors to keep up the Spirits, which 

al 
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at the long run are the Deſtrudion 
both of Body and Subſtance. 

Our Author ſoon aſter makes 
them pretty much of a Mind, and 
all diflatisfy'd ; the moſt moderate 
of them however, fings this Ong, 
to the June of, Over the Hills ad 


Jar away. 


if Mortimer this Perce has made, 
For jake of England, and of Trade 1 | 
May his Enemies be few, © 
May bis Friends be great and true. 


Which Felt ſeconds in theſe Lines : 


But if in mending of the State, 
He bas wrought with Tinkers Tools ; 
May a Gibbet be his Fate, 
Nor we longer be * Fools. 


After this, they grow ſcurrilouſſy 
ſevore on Mortimer, which, me- 
thinks, is an ill Example. If Prius 
Miniſters are treated thus on the 
Stage, to what Extremes will not 
People go in private! 


. Eng- 
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England 7s a fine Bird; and every. 
one is for having, a Feather oj. her, 

On which Bumper anſwers, 

Jes, audi, ſome good: Body does 
not ſt aud her Friend, ſhe. will be 
plucked Bare, ere it be long. 

It would be tao tedious to enu- 
merate all the wicked Reflections in 
this Scene, ſuch as — the French 
1 ſuppoſe will have à pull at us 
next — And here by the way, me- 
thinks the Author ſhould be call'd 
to account for this i[|-omen'd. Ex- 
. for my part, I cannot gueſs 

ow he happened on it, unleſs he 
keeps a ſecret Correſpondence with 
Somebody he ſhould not; for I am 
certainthe Intelligence of the French 
falling on our Ships did not arrive 
till after I heard it ſpoke upon the 
Stage. Put what I look on as the 
moſt dangerous Hint of all is, that 
Mortimer takes care no Body ſhall 
have the King's Ear but himſelf: 
All good Kings are ever 8 
| iſten 
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lifters to the Complaints of their 
Subjects; and the Figure that Bal. 
ward the Third made afterward in 
Hiſtory, leaves us no room to be- 
lieve he was weak enough to be ei- 
ther awed or flattered into an entire 
Depe on any one. Miniſter; 
but our Author excuſes him on ac- 
count of his Youth, and wiſhes him 
better Counſellors. The Citizens at 
laſt are work d up to ſuch a heighth, 


on the decay of Trade, heavy 
Taxes, and other Grievances; that 
they refolve to Rebel, not aꝑainſt 
the King, but his Prime Minifter 
Mortimer, which is the ſame thing; 
and go off finging in CHorus theſe 
Words: Of e 


For why Heu d we ſloop to King Bob, 
Or be led by Mortimer's Crew; 
A Halter word fimſh the Fob, 
And make all our Ene mies rue. 8 
Thoſe numerous Reams of Paper 
filled with railing and reproaches 


which 
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which of late Years have been dif- 
perſed about this Ton, have ſo 
6 ſour'd the Diſpoſition! of the 
greateſt part of the Popilaco, that 
one can hardly find a 23 of 
twenty: Where nineteen of them {hall 
not teil you Euglandine ver was in a 
Worſe Condition than now; that our 
Go: nmerce abroad is very near ru- 
in d; our Trade at home decay d; 
the Wealth. of the Nation engroſſed 
by particular Perſons; . Faxes upon 

e Commonalty weighty: and op- 
preſfive, and a thouſand ſuch. Bier 
tions, which there is not the leaſt 
ground for; the Odium of all which 
ede Hardſhipsthey caſt on one 
Gentleman, who 1s fo far from de- 
ſerving it, that he has done more 
good in his Generation than ever any 
one Man did, or cou d do before 
him, as it wou'd be very eaſy to 
make evident, even by the ſmalleſt 
Inſtances of his unparallel'd Gene- 
roſi Ye Yet what will not Detraction 
ES! 8 ſay ? 


625 

ſay ? His Er 2mies find the way to 
makę his: very Bounties criminal, 
by taxing them with Partiality or 
Corruption: But Poſterity will 
doubtleſs do Juſtice to his Reputa- 
tion; in the mean time his on 
Works ſhall praiſe him in the Gates. 
A wiſe Poet will however beware of 
ſhowing a Prime Minifter in a dif- 
advantageous Light. No Mortz- 
mers ſhould appear to give the diſ- 
affected room for Parallel; he ought 
rather to ſearch the Annals of Anti- 
quity for a Favourite, whoſe only 
Ambition was to render his Mafter 
formidable abroad, and loved at 
home; who had no Pride but in 
doing good; who was covetous of 
Wealth no farther than it enabled 
him to purchaſe the Bleſſings of the 
Poor ; who look'd on every Sub- 
ject of his King as a Branch of his 
own Family, and thought the Ties 
of Blood infinitely leſs binding than 
thoſe of Virtue; in a word, one 

who 
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who was not in appearance only, but 
in fact a Father of his Country, and 
like Amilius, would have readily 
plung d himſelf into the yawning 
Bowels of the Earth, to fave the 
Publick from Calamity. How be- 
neficial muſt be fuch a Character on 
the Stage! How -wou'd it tune the 
Minds .of the Audience, and com- 
pel even the moſt virulent of the fac- 
tious Crew to own too much regard 
cou'd not be paid to ſuch a Patriot 
But in oppoſition to all this; the 
Play under our preſent Conkderati 
on diſcovers a Prime Miniſter in his 
moſt private Scenes of Life, giving 
and receiving Bribes for Ends the 
moſt pernicious to Liberty, ſelling 
the Glory of his King, and the In- 
tereſt of his Country, and purcha- 
ſing at any rate the Voices of a ſor- 
did pack, who give up All for gain. 
Who can behold ſuch a Scene with- 
out Horror? 


( „„ 
Nevil, Imprimis, Ye Lord ir. 
count Landleſs 400 Marks per An- 
num. Mortimer. Reduce it to Ic 
Hundred he's poor indeed, but 
200 is enough in Cos ſcience | for a 
ſiugle Vote. Nevil. Lord Richacre, 
One thouſand, and infits upon an 
Augmentation of 200. Mortimer, 
Let one be added, tho he's of as 
little Service as my Lord Landleſs, 
but he's Pur ſe-proud, and may de- 
ſert us, Nevil. Sir Oyly Pluent. 
OO. Mortimer. Oh, Iwo thon- 
and's the leait he can have he 
ſpeaks like an Auel, pat him 
down 2000. Nevil- Sophiſter 1opic, 
Ela; 1000. Mortimer. - Maxe it 
up 1 5 hundred; for tho the 
Man does not ſpeak, ' he writes ad. 
mirably! he dreſies up Faljbood 
brag a Hair s-breadth of Truth: 
Aud if that does not do, he bullies 
them into Convidion. 
Lhe Scene is much longer on the 


ſame Head, but this is enough to 
* | thew 
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ſhew how Bribery and Corruption 
prevail'd in thoſe Days with both 
Lords and Commons ; and how it 
was in the Power of one Man, by 
having the Treaſure of the Nation 
in his Hands, to bring about what- 
ever he pleas' d. An ill Precedent 
for future Ages, tho' there's no 
poſſibility of its being imitated in 
this. 

In the fourth Act Mountacute, 
head of the Faction againſt Mort:- 
mer, having prepared the People 
for a Riſing, deſcribes their Readi- 

nels in thele Words. 

All join; the Nobles, Gentry and 
the Commons: Ihe Cham is rroet- 
ted; the wreſty People, whoſe Rights 
and Privileges are nſurp'd, no 
longer free, but all in Vaſſalage, 
are ripe for Miſchief, and now wait 
from us, the Signal when to dole the 
gat of Juſtice. Wou'd the Cry 
were up, that we might ſee theſe 
Manzlers of the Realm drove bi 

L178 
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the Shamtles, and expoſed as Beaſts 


In the laſt Act, Mortimer is in 
ſome Apprehenfions of falling, be- 
cauſe of the univerſal Hatred he has 


drawn on himſelf from all forts of 


People by his Actions, and reſolves 
to ſtick at nothing to ſecure his 
Greatneſs, even tho' it ſhou'd be by 
the Murder of his King, and be- 
walls the ill Circumſtance of a Fa- 
vourite once deprived of Power. 

A decay'd Stateſman is a wretch- 
ed thing. Iis Hlattery, and ill 
Adlions which prefer us, and wwe 


Have Flatterers too that thrive by 


us. Power makes us Knaves, we're 


| honeſt out of Service, but when our 


Prince's Favour 1s withdrawn : N- 


thing ſo deſpicable or unreearded. 


Therefore tis Policy when ance we're in, 

To finiſh by thoſe Rules we did begin: 

Then let the Fadlions *gainft my Title roar , 

TI quickly quell Diſputes when once Poe K- 
vereign Pop'r. 


2 In 
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In this laſt Line is ſhown the true 
Spirit of Tyranny, therefore I ſay 
again, the Character is an ill Prece- 
dent; for ſhou'd in any future Reign 
another Mortimer ariſe, entruſted 
as the former with the Strength and 
Riches of the Land, and be as am- 
bicious allo, who knows but he 
might contrive the Death of his 
Scvereign Liege, and when once 
Poſſeſt of the Crown, deſtroy ia. 
deed all Diſputes concerning his 
Title to it. . 

Then, methinks, I wou'd fain 
know what he means by making 
one of the Mob in a ſucceeding 
Scene, ſay, t 
= IWhat! draw and tut up g 
without doing any thing? No, thauk 
ye ſer that: No Sm Hebt: 

It's very plain, our Author had 
an E ye either to the Expedition 
at S ithcadl, or the Sham Fight the 
Citizens ſometi-nes make to ſhow 
their Abilities in BanPhill.cids; 
but 


621) 
but which ever of theſe it were, the 
Innuendo is unpardonahly inſolent. 
But he goes on with worſe ſtill, as 
you ſhall be Judge. 

Bumper. Tou I ſoon ſee this Caſtle, 
and its proud Maſter both in our 
Power. 1ſt Mob, Oh rare, there 
will be Plunder jor ye my Boys. 
Mob again. Ay, then we fhall plun- 
der the Plunderer; and I'm ſure 
there's no Harm in that. 

The Scene concludes with a con- 
fis'd Roar of Fight; Dye, Liberty. 
No Mortimer. As if it were an 
honeſt, or a Praiſe-worthy Action 
to rebel againſt a Prime Miniſter, 
be he never ſo bad. Lhe King in- 
deed may find fault, or when it ſuits 
his Pleaſure, diſplace ſuch an one, 
and for that Reaſon I cannot diſap- 
prove the latter End of young 
King Edward's Speech in this Flay, 
however dangerous 1 may look on 
the other Parts to be; I think it was 
thus : 

if 
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If my good Commoners are kind and free, 

T'll loje my own, or fix their Liberty. 

Long have they born Infringements on their Laws , - 
A wicked, worthleſs Miniſter the Cauſe. 
His Views no farther than himſelf extend, 
And, center d inhimſelf, with his baſe Being end 
A King in Nobler Principles ſpou'd move: 

His Peoples Good he ſhou'd with Care improve, 


And leave bis lateſt Heirs Rich ix the Subjects 


Love. | 
The twolaft Lines in the Prologue 
are as juſt as elegant. 


Our faithful Annals thus record to Fame, 
A Villain Stateſman, ot the King to blame. 


But there are ſeveral in the Epi- 
logue which, I cannot ſay the fame 
of, particularly, 

Thought be, his glittering Ornaments would plead, 
Aud ſave the Danger of bis Neck or Head? 
A Hempen Collar's always to be had, 


That makes no Difference twixt good Cloaths 
and bad, 


It happens a little unluckily, that 
Hiſtory acquaints us, Mortimer 
was really hanged, elſe would ſuch 
a Sentence on a Prime Miniſter been 
downright Treaſon even on the 


Stage; but I am no wreſter of 


Peo- 
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Peoples Meanings; Tam willing to 


hope the Author had no ill Deſign, 


_ that he had no other View in re- 
viving this Play than meerly for the 
Profits that wou'd come to his Share 
init, and therefore have made theſe 
Remarks chiefly to admoniſh him 
that he fiſh no more in troubled Wa- 
ters, leſt by expoſing one Prime Mi- 
niſter he be thought an Enemy to all 
who who do, or ſhall hereafter beaz 
that Character. But it contains four 
others which however I will do him 
the Juftice to acknowledge, cannot. 
pothbly be conſtrued into any mali- 
cious or ironical Meaning. They 
are theſe: 


Then as for Trade, the Loſſes weve [1 uſftain'd,. 
By glorious Stipulation are regain'd : 
Without one Florin, or one Guinea paid, 

On either Side the mutual League was made. 


A Prime Miniſter is a Prime 
Miniſter; and there have been 
thoſe who have ſuffer d more for 
prying into State Myſteries 151 

r. 
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Mr. W--- Sn is likely to do for ex- 
amining into thoſe of the Holy 
Trinity, ſo terrible a Thing is it in 
this World, to offend worldly Power. 
This Performance therefore, 
call d the Fall of Mortimer, ought 
to meet with an univerſal Dereſtati- 
on, and tho' it be no more than the 
Hiſtory of the Fall of, one of the 
moſt wicked Tyrants and Betrayers 
of the Enzlihh Conſtitution that 
perhaps any Age before him pro 
duc d, yet as he was dignify'd with 
the Character of Prime. Miniſter, 
a ſpeedy Stop ſhou'd be put to its 
Progrels, leſt it-ſhou'd occaſion lets 
Reſpect than begins already to- be 
ty to 10 Gg da Te. 
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